Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2020 Food Scraps/ Organics Collection and Diversion Working Group via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: December 10, 2020 1pm
Prepared by: Chelsey Hahn, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements
Meeting started at 1:00pm.

Co-chairs Katie Dykes, DEEP Commissioner and Ronald McDaniel, Mayor of Montville provided opening
remarks, housekeeping rules and the agenda, introduction of the speakers and shared excitement about
the previous full-coalition meeting. They emphasized the goal to have a discussion-based conversation
during today’s meeting.

Il. Committee Reports

Caren Harder, Environmental Compliance Specialist 3, CT Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection presented on the Commercial Organics Recycling Law; providing an overview of the history of
the law and the requirements of the law. Currently there is no reporting requirement for the food waste
generators. Caren spoke about her work with generators, and went into the inspection process she
provides on her site visits. She spoke about the compliance assistance approach, if those under law find
out they’re not in compliance and adjust, they’re compliant.

Daria Larson, Graduate Student Professional Intern, formerly with DEEP, currently with Southern
Connecticut regional council of governments (SCRCOG) spoke about her project for DEEP, looking for
Connecticut farmers that would possibly be willing to accept food waste as animal feed. She also
covered her factsheet for farmers to accept food waste as feed. Daria found 24 farms expressing
interest in accepting food waste for use as animal feed.

Ill. Roundtable

There was opportunity for Q&A of the panelists. Working group members were interested in learning
more about the mileage and sectors included in the law and why are there these limits, additionally
there were questions about the enforcement of the law.

The bulk of the group discussion was around the barriers to collection and processing (infrastructure,
financing) of food waste from the perspective of the municipalities. Members also brought up local
farms and food waste in the curriculum. Permitting timelines and collection system barriers were key
topics discussed. The need for public education and outreach and materials was highlighted. Behavior



change on the residential level is difficult, especially for towns with transfer station drop-off. Discussion
around which comes first —infrastructure or feedstock. The working group members were also
interested in fees or discounts for participation. There was much discussion on partnerships for
supporting this work.

Other discussion included next steps, including upcoming meeting dates.
IV. Public Comment

Members of the public were asked to use the “chat” feature or the “raise hand” feature to indicate if
they wanted to make a comment.

Members of the public were interested in hearing what Caren might recommend to strengthen the
Commercial Organics Recycling law. A question about how far are we willing to ship food waste also
came up in the discussion from a member of the public. There were also questions about leadership on
these issues

V. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 2:59pm
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